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Date: August 22, 2017

To: Thomas J. Bonfield, City Manager
Through: Keith Chadwell, Deputy City Manager
From: Terry Bellamy, Director of Transportation
Subject: Agreement among the City of Durham, the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro 

Metropolitan Planning Organization and the North Carolina Department 
of Transportation for the US 15-501 Corridor Study and Grant Project 
Ordinance

Executive Summary
The Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Transportation Organization (DCHC MPO) 
and the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) are jointly developing a 
corridor study for US 15-501 from University Drive in Durham to Ephesus Church Road in 
Chapel Hill. The main purpose of the study is to develop a multi-modal transportation 
blueprint/master plan for the US 15/501 corridor that integrates the latest land-use and multi 
modal transportation vision for the corridor. The study will provide short and long term 
multimodal mobility and accessibility solutions for current and anticipated travel demand in 
the corridor.  The solutions must be appropriate for the varying adjacent land uses and will 
lead to a set of projects for submittal to NCDOT’s project prioritization process.

The current master plan was developed in 1994.  This study will update that plan.  The 
proposed Agreement among the City of Durham, DCHC MPO, and NCDOT is attached. The 
City is authorizing the agreement on behalf of DCHC MPO because the City of Durham is the 
Lead Planning Agency for the MPO. The proposed Agreement and the related grant project 
ordinance will allow for the City to receive funds ($250,000) from NCDOT.

Recommendation
The Administration recommends that the City Council adopt the City of Durham and NCDOT 
Grant Project Ordinance for the US 15-501 Corridor Study, and authorize the City Manager 
to execute the agreement with NCDOT and the DCHC MPO for the US 15-501 Corridor 
Study.

Background
The US 15-501 corridor provides principal access to major activity centers in Southwest 
Durham, Chapel Hill, Carrboro, UNC and points beyond. This accessibility has fueled 
tremendous growth within and around the defined study area.  The US 15-501 corridor has 
consistently ranked as one of the top congested locations in the region.  Development 
pressures within the corridor coupled with mobility and capacity issues have illuminated the 
concern that the existing and planned transportation infrastructure in this area is insufficient 
to accommodate growth and to address land use and transportation problems.  The current 
highway facilities are not keeping up with demand and the demand for transit non-motorized 
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transportation in this corridor continues to increase.  Current transportation infrastructure is 
insufficient to provide efficient and safe mobility for the work commute and increasingly for 
other travel purposes as well.  The US 15-501 corridor will evaluate and articulate the 
transportation problems and land use considerations within the corridor and will recommend 
transportation and land use strategies to address current and future demand as well as a 
Blueprint and multimodal transportation master plan.  The recommendations from the study 
will incorporate extensive public input and stakeholder involvement.     
   
This study is a joint effort by DCHC MPO and NCDOT in furtherance of implementation of 
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and the Comprehensive Transportation Plan 
(CTP).  The attached agreement identifies funding that NCDOT will provide for this project. 
This project has been approved by the DCHC MPO Board and is included in its Unified 
Planning Work Program (UPWP). Authorizing the execution of the agreement and its related 
grant project ordinance will allow the City to 1) leverage State/federal funding for the project 
and 2) receive reimbursement from NCDOT. 
 

Issues and Analysis
The US 15-501 corridor serves as one of the important gateways between Chapel Hill and 
southwest Durham.  The corridor, with the accessibility it provides to various employment 
centers, housing developments, the University of North Carolina (UNC), UNC Hospitals, 
Duke University, Duke Medical Center, and Research Triangle Park, contributes to the 
popularity of this corridor for economic development.  The vision of the DCHC MPO is to 
develop and implement a balanced transportation master plan that are multimodal and fully 
integrate land use and transportation.  The corridor study will take into consideration 
proposed and adopted land-use plans and transportation investments, such as DO LRT, 
managed lanes on I-40, Garrett Rd/US 15-501 interchange, compact neighborhood 
designation at Patterson place, etc.  

Alternatives
 Authorize DCHC MPO to execute the attached agreement with NCDOT.  

 The City Council could choose to not authorize DCHC MPO to execute the agreement. 
Consequently, DCHC MPO would not be able to access funds from NCDOT for this 
project.

 
Financial Impact
The total budget for the NC-54 Corridor Study is $400,000. DCHC MPO and NCDOT are 
responsible for the financial obligations. NCDOT is providing $250,000 for this study. The 
DCHCMPO’s share is available within the MPO’s budget.   

UBE Information
Due to the nature of this agreement, this item was not reviewed for compliance with the 
Ordinance to Promote Equal Business Opportunities in City Contracts.

Attachment
2. Agreement between the City of Durham, DCHC MPO, and the North Carolina 

Department of Transportation for the US 15-501 Corridor Study.
3. City of Durham and NCDOT US 15-501 Corridor Study Grant Project Ordinance.
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